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In my TNG meeting it was apparent that Mildenhall Academy and The Nicholas Hammond Academy both used White Rose as part of their Key Stage 3 

curriculum.  So I looked into White Rose to see if this could improve our curriculum at Key Stage 3. 

White Rose Curriculum 

The White Rose Maths SOLs are designed to give sufficient time for teachers to explore and understand concepts in depth, rather than covering it 

superficially and then returning several times. However, we appreciate that schools will rightly want to enable children to revisit concepts and ensure 

number fluency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Scheme of Work is for all students’ looks at deeper understanding. Helping students on their journey towards mastery is exactly what White Rose 

Maths exists to do. So they spend more time on topics to try and give students’ complete understanding of the topic. 

I then looked at the first half of the autumn tern to see what was covered in this extended time period. The Scheme of Work covers sequences, Algebraic 

notation, Algebraic expressions and solving equations. (As Shown below) 

 

 



 

 

This did not seem a lot of work and would equate to 21 lessons and there is no differentiation in the scheme. So I look at the Sequences lesson plans to see 

how much was covered in the teaching. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

White Rose looks at Concrete, Pictorial and Abstract when working through a topic. So, the sequences lessons follow the steps and covers most of the 

topic, but I would expect top sets to be finding the Nth term of sequences as a minimum requirement. So, I investigated the assessment on sequences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This looks very much like the Key Stage 2 assessments and still did not cover the Nth term for the top set students. 



 

 

So to summaries White Rose gives a lot of time to complete topics but gives teachers little help in preparing for their lessons and only gives a few examples 

on the Scheme of Work. The course has differentiation but does not extend the higher ability students as much as Edexcel course does. It seems to be an 

add on to the primary curriculum and the assessments are not getting the students ready for GCSE papers.  

From research it seems that teachers in other schools use the White Rose resources to dip into but do not actually follow the scheme of work. Our current 

Scheme of work does look at the topics in depth but also provides good questions that are used on the GCSE papers. Also, they have differentiated to allow 

the top sets to improve using the Delta course, the middle ability to follow the Theta course but also allows the lower ability students to work at the level 

that suits the Using the Pi course. The Active teach program allows teaches to use the interactive resources and those difficult questions in their teaching. 

So, I will continue to use the Edexcel course and keep up to date with their changes as they seem the better route to enable all our students to make 

progress in maths. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


