
 

TEACHING & LEARNING JOURNAL - EDITION 22 
 

Improving Literacy in Religious Studies 
Jamie Clarke - Teacher, RE 

  
Knowledge Organisers 
 
As part of the working party for Literacy this year, I have been able to co-ordinate and share ideas with fellow colleagues across the academy to develop 
the use of knowledge organisers within Religious Studies. Knowledge organisers are a summary of the key facts and information that students need about 
a specific unit of work. These can also be used as a clear reference point for key terms and vocabulary within the same unit of work.  
 
Religious Studies is a subject which is quite ‘word-rich’ in terms of specific subject vocabulary. There are specific terms that students just need to know in 
order to access the content that is being taught within the classroom. This is the case across both key stages. Therefore, from September 2020, knowledge 
organisers will be rolled out for both Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4. They will act as a useful point of reference in the student’s exercise books and can be 
used for quizzes on key words and for revision purposes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Knowledge organisers can also be physically created by the students themselves i.e. for the use of revision purposes. With my GCSE students, I tasked them 
with creating their own knowledge organiser for a specific unit of work that was studied. The students needed to come up with at least ten key terms with 
their respective definitions and summarise the core knowledge required for five key topics.  

 
 

Example from KS3 Example from KS4 

Student-made GCSE example 



 

Specialist Religious Vocabulary 
 
As part of an ongoing development within the subject, I have developed a more renewed emphasis on the student’s use of specific religious vocabulary 
within their answers, especially at GCSE level. Within a GCSE 12-mark question, students will struggle to achieve higher than 6 out of 12 marks unless there 
are ‘references to religion’. Examples could include direct quotations from sacred writings, references to denominations e.g. Catholics or religious 
terminology.  
 
Whenever students complete a 12-mark question which is either teacher marked or peer-marked, they are given time to highlight where they have made 
religious references e.g. quotes, religious vocabulary or different viewpoints. This acts as a useful ‘signpost’ for their marker.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peer-Assessment 
 
Using a similar model from the English department, I have placed a renewed emphasis on the student’s use of peer-assessment within RS. As already 
stated, students will struggle to achieve full marks in any extended writing answer within RS unless they make a clear reference to religion or religious 
vocabulary. Therefore, within the peer-assessment grids that students complete whilst undertaking this task, there is a column which addresses the need 
for a reference to specialist religious vocabulary. Much like the examples above, students are expected to highlight/underline reference to where this has 
been used. Examples/suggestions have been given to ‘steer’ the students in the correct direction for what they should be looking for. 
 

 


