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Improving Literacy in Religious Studies
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Knowledge Organisers

As part of the working party for Literacy this year, | have been able to co-ordinate and share ideas with fellow colleagues across the academy to develop
the use of knowledge organisers within Religious Studies. Knowledge organisers are a summary of the key facts and information that students need about
a specific unit of work. These can also be used as a clear reference point for key terms and vocabulary within the same unit of work.

Religious Studies is a subject which is quite ‘word-rich’ in terms of specific subject vocabulary. There are specific terms that students just need to know in
order to access the content that is being taught within the classroom. This is the case across both key stages. Therefore, from September 2020, knowledge
organisers will be rolled out for both Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4. They will act as a useful point of reference in the student’s exercise books and can be
used for quizzes on key words and for revision purposes.

Apartheid Racial segregation between blacks | Poverty Being withoul maney, food or olher An agreement or promise, God had Al life is sacred and holy.
| and whites in South Africa. | basic necessities in life (being poor). | covenants with Abraham and Moses.
Human Rights The basic rights and freedoms for R g friendly relations after a The ‘anainted one’, the saviour of the The divine presence of God.
| all human beings. . conflict or disagreement. | Jews.
Injustice The opposite of justice- where Retribution Seeking revenge or retaliation. A future time of global peace when A Jewish prayer which supports belief in
something is not right or fair. everyone will want to become closer to the one God- ‘The Lord s one’.
Justice Bringing about what is right or fair. | Segregation Separation in society e.g. on buses, God.
public facilties ete. | Jewish rulesicommandments. There are The Jewish spoken commentary.
Necessity An item that ks needed in order to I Soclal Justice Being treated equally in scchety 13 in total,
survive in life. regardiess of skin colour etc. Belief in one God. The Jewish holy scriptures.

The duty to save a life, aven if it means The first five bocks of Moses in the Old
breaking Jewish law. Testament.

Topic Key Ideas

+ Examples of injustice in the world include:
Justice and Human Rights o Poverty
o War
- God is One. This is shown through the “The Lord is our God, the Lord is One.”
o Lack of baslc human rights
« Maria Gomez was a Baplist primary school teacher who died on 57 Hatare of God snem? prayer {Oauteranomy é- The Shema)
April 1989, She fought for justice in E Salvador by using non-violent - God s the Creator
maans. o - God s the Lawgiver and Judge “When God began ta create heaven and
+ I 1948 the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) were o - God is omnipresent, omniscient, earth...” (Ganesis 1:1)
created. There are 30 articles in total, omnipotent _
+ _For example, the right to freedom of speech and 1o vote. - The Shekhinah is the presence of God | “A pillar of cloud by day and fire by
+  Jesus told parables (stories with a meaning) to his followers. Below on earth. _ i i night.” (Exodus 13:21) i
Christianity and Justice are examples which link to the concept of justice. - There is litthe teaching about life after “And the dust returns to the ground as it
o ~ The Story of Zacchaeus Life after Death death in the Jewish holy books. was, and the lifebreath returns to God
= Acormupt tax eollector who Jesus spoke to and - The Torah seems in favour of f ing | whob d it.” (Ed 12:7)
persuaded him to change his ways. more on life in the present e.g. obeying
o The Prodigal Son (The Lost Son) the mitzvot and helping those in need. “Many of those that sleep in the dust of
= The father has two sons. The youngest son wastes - There is belief in judgement. the earth will awake, some to etemal life,
his father's inheritance. Despite this, when he - Some Jews believe in the idea of a athers to reproaches, to everlasting
returns home, the father forgives the son. - : oo
o The Good Samaritan
*  Despite their differences, a Samaritan helps a
Jewish man who is lefl for dead afler being beaten
by robbers,
Example from KS3 Example from KS4

Knowledge organisers can also be physically created by the students themselves i.e. for the use of revision purposes. With my GCSE students, | tasked them
with creating their own knowledge organiser for a specific unit of work that was studied. The students needed to come up with at least ten key terms with
their respective definitions and summarise the core knowledge required for five key topics.
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Specialist Religious Vocabulary

As part of an ongoing development within the subject, | have developed a more renewed emphasis on the student’s use of specific religious vocabulary
within their answers, especially at GCSE level. Within a GCSE 12-mark question, students will struggle to achieve higher than 6 out of 12 marks unless there
are ‘references to religion’. Examples could include direct quotations from sacred writings, references to denominations e.g. Catholics or religious

terminology.

Whenever students complete a 12-mark question which is either teacher marked or peer-marked, they are given time to highlight where they have made
religious references e.g. quotes, religious vocabulary or different viewpoints. This acts as a useful ‘signpost’ for their marker.
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Using a similar model from the English department, | have placed a renewed emphasis on the student’s use of peer-assessment within RS. As already
stated, students will struggle to achieve full marks in any extended writing answer within RS unless they make a clear reference to religion or religious
vocabulary. Therefore, within the peer-assessment grids that students complete whilst undertaking this task, there is a column which addresses the need
for a reference to specialist religious vocabulary. Much like the examples above, students are expected to highlight/underline reference to where this has
been used. Examples/suggestions have been given to ‘steer’ the students in the correct direction for what they should be looking for.
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